
 

BARRY CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 1, 2024 

 

   Mayor Rennecker called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7 p.m. He then led all 

present in the Pledge of Allegiance. All elected officials were present except Scott Harris. 

   Debbie Harshman made a motion to approve the minutes from the March meeting and 

Bridget Cramsey seconded the motion. Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays and 1 absent. 

   Steve Schultz made motion to approve payment of the bills and Marynel Corton 

seconded the motion. Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays and 1 absent. 

   John Pennock from the Pike County Sheriff’s department gave the police report. He 

stated that there were two arrests: one misdemeanor and one traffic arrest. There also had 

been a burglary at Jones Poultry and is pending investigation. 

   Jeremy Walston gave the Public Works Director report. The crew has been working on 

water leaks, sewer tap, patched some pot holes and read water meters. They have also 

been working on the building. On March 28 the Visu-Sewer crew was back and lined the 

sewer under the school and that finished up the sewer lining project. 

  Jeff Hogge gave the City Administrator report. He had an interview with WGEM about 

the possible 1% sales tax for the grocery stores, ordered road salt for next winter and 

ordered chemicals for the pool. He handed out the TIF applications to the downtown 

businesses and attended a Library board meeting, TIF committee meeting and PCEDC 

meeting. Also worked with Lora Shepherd on new dog grooming business that is going in 

the Marshall building. City clean-up will be April 20th thru April 28th. 

    Marynel Corton gave the TIF committee report. She stated they looked at changing 

part of the guide lines for the Barry Booster Program to help Lora Shepherd with her dog 

grooming business. Previously the booster program could only be used if the person 

owned the building but Lora will be leasing where she will have her puppy parlor. She is 

asking for $7025 to help get started. Steve Schultz said that previous version had several 

buildings which are now all filled. Steve made a motion that we amend the booster terms 

to include leased buildings and Debbie Harshman seconded the motion. Motion carried 

with 5 ayes, 0 nays and 1 absent.  

   Jeff Hogge said that Lora Shepherd wants to put in a Puppy Parlor grooming business 

and will be working with all sizes of dogs. It will be located where the Cree-Mee was on 

the corner of Bainbridge Street and Main Street. She is asking for $7025 to help with 

equipment. If she goes out of business before 1 year we get the equipment back. Steve 

Schultz made motion to go ahead with program as listed providing $7025 to Lora 

Shepherd for dog grooming business. Marynel Corton seconded the motion. Roll call 

taken: 

Debbie Harshman – yes 

Scott Harris – absent 

Steve Schultz – yes 

Marynel Corton – yes 

Justin Puterbaugh – yes 

Bridget Cramsey – yes 



Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays and 1 absent to approve the motion to give Lora 

Shepherd $7025.  

   Mayor Rennecker discussed the MECO water tower contract for basic service. The 

contract is for the amount of $46,000. The City will need to hire someone to inspect the 

tower and do the painting. Steve Schultz made a motion to approve the contract with 

MECO for $46,000 and Debbie Harshman seconded the motion. Roll call taken: 

Steve Schultz – yes 

Marynel Corton – yes 

Justin Puterbaugh – yes 

Bridget Cramsey – yes 

Debbie Harshman – yes 

Scott Harris – absent 

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays and 1 absent to approve the Contract with MECO. 

   Max Middendorf from MECO discussed the change order for Visu-Sewer. The original 

contract was for $240,151.45 and with the change order of $30,232.15 it brought the cost 

down to $209,919.30. He also discussed approving pay request # 2 and pay request #3; 

pay request # 2 for $107,790.18 and pay request # 3 for $58,607.64  which would leave a 

balance of $19,919.68.  Justin Puterbaugh made a motion to approve the change order to 

adjust the budget and Steve Schultz seconded the motion. Roll call taken: 

Marynel Corton – yes 

Justin Puterbaugh – yes 

Bridget Cramsey – yes 

Debbie Harshman – yes 

Scott Harris – absent 

Steve Schultz – yes 

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays and 1 absent to approve the change order. 

   Debbie Harshman made a motion to approve pay request # 2 in amount of $107,790.18 

and Bridget Cramsey seconded the motion. Roll call taken: 

Justin Puterbaugh – yes 

Bridget Cramsey – yes 

Debbie Harshman – yes 

Scott Harris – absent  

Steve Schultz – yes 

Marynel Corton – yes 

Motion carried to approve the # 2 pay request with 5 ayes, 0 nays and 1 absent. 

   Steve Schultz made a motion to approve pay request # 3 in amount of $58,607.64 and 

Justin Puterbaugh seconded the motion. Roll call taken: 

Bridget Cramsey – yes 

Debbie Harshman – yes 

Scott Harris – absent 

Steve Schultz – yes 

Marynel Corton – yes 

Justin Puterbaugh – yes 

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays and 1 absent to approve pay request # 3. 



   Mayor Rennecker discussed the water/sewer rates. Last year we raised water 8% and 

sewer 20%. He said rates are still considered too low to qualify for help. This will be 

discussed at a later time. 

   Steve Schultz made a motion to go into executive session at 8:10 p.m. to discuss 

personnel and litigation. Justin Puterbaugh seconded the motion. 

   Council returned from executive session at 9:21 p.m. and adjourned. 
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