BARRY CITY COUNCIL
Special Meeting
April 18, 2024

Mayor Rennecker called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. All elected officials were
present except Debbie Dell, Justin Puterbaugh, Debbie Harshman and Scott Harris.

Mayor Rennecker discussed the sale of surplus property west of Jones Poultry. The
property had to be appraised and appraised value is $38,500 and bids have to be 80% of
appraised value. We do not have to accept the highest bid if something better comes
along. We need to pass a resolution in order to do this. Bit coin mining is interested in the
property. Steve Schultz asked how much noise does this make. Tyler Patterson said
power consumption is off the charts and most noise will be in cooling units. Steve
Schultz stated we don’t have a choice so made motion to approve the resolution to sell
property and Bridget Cramsey seconded the motion. Motion carried with 3 ayes, 0 nays
and 3 absent.

Mayor Rennecker discussed water/sewer rates. We are not eligible to receive funding if
not in line with DCEO rates. Last year we raised water 8% and sewer 20%. Mayor
Rennecker said he thinks we need to take year off and have no raises. Steve Schultz said
we don’t have enough money to take care of things and propose we have a cost of living
raise 3%. Marynel Corton thinks it should raise and Bridget Cramsey said 3% is fine.
Steve Schultz made a motion to increase water/sewer rates 3% each and Marynel Corton
seconded the motion. Roll call taken:
Steve Schultz — yes
Marynel Corton — yes
Justin Puterbaugh — absent
Debbie Harshman — absent
Scott Harris — absent
Steve Schultz — yes
Motion carried with 3 yeas, 0 nays and 3 absent.

Mayor Rennecker said the City Council had discussed raising wages at the executive
meeting on April 1, 2024 and was not approved in regular meeting. They agreed on 2%
raise across the board. Marynel Corton made motion to approve the 2% raise across the
board and Bridget Cramsey seconded the motion. Motion carried 3 ayes, 0 nays and 3
absent to approve raises.

Mayor Rennecker said April 1, 2024 Council approved the TIF Business Booster
Amendment and approved $7025 for Lora Shepherd for Puppy Parlor. They need another
$2975 for sewer upgrades and it would also be taken out of the Business Booster
Program. Steve Schultz made a motion to approve the $2975 for sewer upgrades and
Marynel Corton seconded the motion. Roll call taken:

Marynel Corton — yes
Justin Puterbaugh - absent
Bridget Cramsey — yes
Debbie Harshman — absent
Scott Harris - absent
Steve Schultz — yes
Motion carried with 3 ayes, 0 nays and 3 absent.



Mayor Rennecker gave update on Pool manager. Serena Hochgraber has been hired for
Pool manager and Madi Phillips as Assistant manager for this year.

The flower planters were discussed and the old round ones need to be replaced. Mayor
Rennecker said the new ones they found are fiber stone square ones from Home Depot.
Max Middendorf said they will need drains and Steve Schultz said these are only 20
inches across and the round ones are 30 inches across. Only two of the planters were used
on the west side of Bainbridge Street. Put planters by Tiny’s, Library, apartments, flower
shop, Gully/Heckler and Thrift Shop. Steve Schultz made a motion to buy two new
planters and Marynel Corton seconded the motion. Motion carried with 3 ayes, 0 nays
and 3 absent.

Mayor Rennecker discussed the Wendorff building wall repair. It needs to be done
before it freezes and thaws. We have a bid from Jaren Industries, Inc to do the work on
the wall at 844 Bainbridge Street. The bid price is $19,235.00. The bid includes: fill beam
pocket slots, relay 2 corner seams at building ends, mortar joints at stone foundation, fill
in roof line on wall being repaired, apply acrylic sealer to roof line and fill in 2 door
openings with 8-inch block. This price is good for 30 days. The guy is a former union
block layer that will be doing the work. Bridget Cramsey made a motion to approve
sealer bid and Marynel Corton seconded the motion. Roll call taken:

Bridget Cramsey — yes
Debbie Harshman — absent
Scott Harris — absent
Steve Schultz — yes
Marynel Corton — yes
Justin Puterbaugh — absent
Motion carried with 3 ayes, 0 nays and 3 absent to approve the bid of $19,235.00

The wastewater treatment plant was discussed. The crew has tried to blow out the lines
but goes right back. Max Middendorf said there are filtration aerators that don’t work and
aeration needs improved. There are pockets that are mounding up and filters help remove
solids, they pollute sand enough that won’t pass through. Steve Schultz asked if we need
to start with filters and go backwards. Max said need to repair filters. USDA has a 40
year — 2 year deferred principal with 2.8% to 3.2% grant, environmental clearance
already utilized. Ask for as much as you can get. Need to start with filters, valve
structure, head works screening, flow measurement, blower, rip rap plus more. Steve
Schultz asked if we should look into purchasing more property for the sewer. Max
Middendorf said there an option is to lock in price of land. Sewer plant repairs will be
discussed at a later date.

Steve Schultz said flag pole at pool has brush around it and asked if it can be cut down.
Mayor Rennecker said to take it out.

Bridget Cramsey made motion to adjourn and Marynel Corton seconded the motion.
Meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m.
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